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while his motives in risking the ruin of all the Greek
states for the sake of securing his own return to Kroton
are unfathomable. The Persian ships, it is true, would
have been welcomed at Athens, for there the dynasty of
Peisistratos was still in power ; but the traditions which
relate the fall of the Lydian kingdom indicate no little in-
dignation among other Greek states at the subjugation of
their eastern kinsfolk by Cyrus, and make it highly un-
likely that a Persian squadron would be suffered to move
safely along the coasts of the Peloponnesos. Politically,
Dareios would have been wise in attacking the Greeks
while he still had a supporter at Athens ; but the fact that
he made no attempt to do so seems sufficiently to prove
that the idea never entered his mind, and that the
expedition which ended in the battle of Marathon was
brought about immediately by the persistent intrigues of
the Peisistratidai after their expulsion. The story of De-
mokedes is superfluous from another point of view. The
fall of Kroisos had brought the Persians into direct
conflict with the Asiatic Greeks; and through these a
struggle was perhaps from the first inevitable with their
kinsmen in the west. The desire of having Hellenic
maidens as her slaves might therefore be awakened in
Atossa without the intervention of Demokedes: nor could
her charge of sloth against the king be maintained with-
out glaring falsehood. Unless Dareios lied in the in-
scription which he carved on the rocks of Behistun, no
room is left for imputations of military inactivity in the
first or in any other part of his reign.

The Scythia'h expedition of Dareios is an enterprise
which must be noticed, as it is directly connected with
the fortunes of Miltiades, the future victor ,, ....
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of Marathon, and of some of the most pro- of Dareios
minent actors in the Ionian revolt which pre- to Scythia-
ceded the invasion of Attica by Datis and Artaphernes.